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The European Commission (EC) procedure for the approval of four Pathogen Reduction 
Treatments (PRTs) for poultry processing had stalled as the EC was waiting for the 
finalization of two additional scientific reviews of the possible effect of poultry PRTs on 
antimicrobial resistance and their impact on the environment. 
 
Assessment by EFSA 
 
On April 2, 2008, the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) published the Scientific Opinion 
of the Biological Hazards Panel (BIOHAZ) “Assessment of the possible effect of the four 
antimicrobial treatment substances on the emergence of antimicrobial resistance1”.  The 
BIOHAZ Panel concluded that despite a long history of use, there are currently no published 
data to conclude that the application of chlorine dioxide, acidified sodium chlorite, trisodium 
phosphate or peroxyacids to remove microbial contamination of poultry carcasses at the 
proposed conditions of use will lead to the occurrence of acquired reduced susceptibility to 
these substances.  Similarly, it found no published data to conclude that the application of 
these PRTs to remove microbial contamination of poultry carcasses at the proposed 
conditions of use will lead to resistance to therapeutic antimicrobials.  However, the panel 
recommended that the Joint AFC/BIOHAZ guidance document on the submission of data for 
the evaluation of PRTs should be amended to include any data on the potential occurrence of 
acquired reduced susceptibility to biocides and/or resistance to therapeutic antimicrobials. 
 

 

                                        
1 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1178697425124.htm  
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Opinion from SCHER and SCENIHR 
 
On April 3, 2008, the Scientific Committee on Health and Environmental Risks (SCHER) and 
the Scientific Committee on Emerging and Newly Identified Health Risks (SCENIHR) 
published their joint opinion on “Environmental impact and effect on antimicrobial resistance 
of four substances used for the removal of microbial surface contamination of poultry 
carcasses2”.  Again, the SCHER and SCENIHR found no prejudice against the use of PRTs, 
although a lack of data, especially on the effect of the disposal of for the environment, was 
highlighted. 
 

 

 

                                        
2 http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_risk/committees/04_scenihr/docs/scenihr_o_015.pdf  
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Visit our website: our website http://useu.usmission.gov/agri/provides a broad range of 
useful information on EU import rules, food laws, agriculture and trade policy.  It enables 
easy access to USEU reports, trade and other practical information.  

E-mail: AgUSEUBrussels@fas.usda.gov 

Related reports from USEU Brussels with info on EU policies: 
Report 
Number 

Title Date Released 

E47050 
EC Regulation sets targets for salmonella prevalence in 
broiler flocks 

06/19/07 

E47039 EU opens poultry TRQ for the United States 05/21/07 

E36117 EC market support measures in the poultry sector 08/30/06 

These reports can be accessed through our website http://useu.usmission.gov/agri/ or through the FAS 
website http://www.fas.usda.gov/scriptsw/attacherep/default.asp. 

 
 


